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THE MCCORD MUSEUM PAYS TRIBUTE TO MONTREAL’S LEADING 
FAMILIES WITH A DIGITIZATION PROJECT SPONSORED  

BY SUN LIFE FINANCIAL 
 

“Our Amazing Families!” is a digitization project that will make 
thousands of previously unpublished documents from Quebec’s 

history available on the internet.  
 

 
Montreal, February 8, 2017 – To mark Montreal’s 375th anniversary, Sun Life 
Financial and the McCord Museum are partnering to give everyone a chance 
to experience “Our Amazing Families : Three Centuries of Quebec 
Documents and History”, a textual records holding enhancement project that 
will spotlight the economic, social and family history of Quebec. With support 
from Sun Life Financial, the McCord Museum will describe, digitize and post 
online 36 sets of records between now and next year. Incorporating private 
archives selected from the museum’s extensive collection, the project will 
shed new light on the city, its inhabitants, and city life in various periods. 
 
“Developing a historical project as part of the 375th anniversary of the City of 
Montreal was very important to us, given that Sun Life Financial had its 
beginnings here over 150 years ago. The documents that are now being 
opened up to the public will help foster a better understanding of the cultural 
and social richness of our province and the families who call it home. The 
topics range from social justice, to Montreal as an urban city, to family 
health, and even vacations and leisure activities,” explains Isabelle Hudon, 
Executive Chair, Sun Life Financial Quebec and Senior Vice-President, 
Client Solutions, Sun Life Financial Canada. “By making all these textual 
archival holdings from various families accessible, we are giving the public 
an opportunity to discover a little-known part of our history and heritage and 
draw on it as a basis for artistic, educational and cultural projects.”  
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The McCord Museum celebrates our life past and present, making our 
history, our people and our communities accessible to the general public. 
“The goal of this project is to showcase Quebec’s rich heritage and highlight 
unusual or interesting facts, similarities or differences between life back then 
and life today. We have thousands of photos, engravings, newspaper 
clippings and artifacts of various types that show us what daily life was like 
and reflect the mentalities of the time. They tell the stories of dedicated men 
and women, and how our ways of thinking have evolved – there are even 
some beautiful love stories in there! These archival materials are invaluable 
in helping us to better understand the social issues and trends that prevailed 
at various points in our history,” explains Nathalie Lévesque, Executive 
Director of the McCord Museum Foundation. 
 
The 36 sets of records will be released in four lots between now and June 
2018, each one accompanied by a video highlighting various Quebec 
families. The first video features Michèle Audette discussing a selection of 
archives taken from the records of the Casgrain, Forget and Berthelot 
families.  She reads excerpts from the archives of Thérèse Casgrain, learns 
about a little-known aspect of her activities, and shares her impressions of 
Casgrain’s social involvement.  
 
The video and the archival materials are accessible via the McCord 
Museum’s online catalogue at:  
http://www.musee-mccord.qc.ca/en/our-amazing-families/ 
 
The video is available at: https://youtu.be/8ca9K5I83MM 
 
About Sun Life Financial 
 
Sun Life Financial is a leading international financial services organization 
providing a diverse range of protection and wealth products and services to 
individuals and corporate customers. Sun Life Financial has operations in a 
number of markets worldwide, including Canada, the United States, the 
United Kingdom, Ireland, Hong Kong, the Philippines, Japan, Indonesia, 
India, China, Australia, Singapore, Vietnam, Malaysia and Bermuda. As of 
September 30, 2016, the Sun Life Financial group of companies had total 
assets under management of $908 billion. For more information please visit 
www.sunlife.com. 
 
Sun Life Financial Inc. trades on the Toronto (TSX), New York (NYSE) and 
Philippine (PSE) stock exchanges under the ticker symbol SLF. 
 
Note to Editors: All figures in Canadian dollars.   
 
About the McCord Museum  
 
The McCord Museum is dedicated to the preservation, study and 
appreciation of Montreal’s history, as recounted by its people, artists and 
communities living in the city’s past and present. The McCord Museum is 
home to one of the largest historical collections in North America, consisting 
of First Peoples objects, costumes and textiles, photographs, decorative and 
visual artworks, and textual archives, totalling more than 1,450,000 artefacts. 
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The McCord Museum produces exciting exhibitions that engage visitors from 
Montreal, Canada, and beyond by offering them a contemporary look at the 
world. The McCord Museum also offers educational and cultural activities, as 
well as innovative projects on the Internet. McCord Museum: Our People, 
Our Stories. 
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Interviews can be arranged with Nathalie Lévesque, President, The McCord 
Museum Foundation 
 
Photographs: http://ow.ly/6NLf308MzZX 

 
 
Source and information: 
 
Catherine Guex,  
Marketing-Communications Officer, Public Relations  
McCord Museum  
514 861-6701, ex. 1239  
catherine.guex@mccord-stewart.ca 
 
 
 
Julie Bourbonnière 
Senior consultant, public relations and media relations 
Sun Life Financial, Québec 
514-904-9725 / 514-907-9502 
julie.bourbonniere@sunlife.com 
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